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I, Brent Berry, being duly sworn, depose and state: 

1 1 am over the age of eighteen, suffer no legal disabilities, have personal knowledge of the 
facts set forth below, and am competent to testify. 

2 I am a resident of Andover. MM. 

3 1 have known Alan Cooper {"Alan") since 2006. 

4 I consider myself a close confidant of Alan's and have assisted him in various personal 
matters over the years. 

5 I introduced Alan to Mr. Steele and brokered the arrangement whereby Alan could live at 
Mr. Steele's property for free in exchange for basic caretaking services. 

6 I have had many occasions to see Alan and interact with him since the rime he became a 
caretaker at Mr. Steele's cabin property in McGrath, Minnesota. Alan lived in the guest 
cabin about 100 yards from Mr. Steele's main cabin. 

7 During the first few years of observing of Alan, I would say he appeared to behave pretty 
responsibly towards Mr. Steele's property. 

8 On several dates, I had occasion to be present when Mr. Steele and Alan would speak 
about various matters. Normally this occurred while we were sitting around campfire 
located between the two cabins. 

9 Alan and Mr. Steele seemed to have a very good realtionship and Alan would routinely 
ask John how he wished he could help Mr. Steele for all the things Mr. Steele did for 
Alan, such as allowing him to live on the property for free. 

10 It was clear from their conversations and references to Mr. Steele's legal work that Alan 
was involved working with Mr. Steele. Alan did not seem upset about this relationship, 
and in fact often made jokes about not having to worry about ever buying beer again due 
to his assisting Mr. Steele. 

1 1 I remember Mr, Steele at various times asking Alan to assist him with certain paperwork 
and I never saw Alan objecting to this assistance. 

12 On at least one occasion, I recall Alan asking John, "How's my porn company doing?" 

1 3 Beginning in late 201 1, Alan began exhibiting unusual behavior on various occasions 
when I was visiting the property. Alan began acting erratic, frequently threatening to hurt 
others. 

1 4 On several occasions, Alan bragged that "If I pissed him off, they would never find my 
body, just like the others" 

1 5 Due to Alan's strange behavior, I began to minimize my contacts with him unless others 
were around Although I still consider Alan a very good person and a friend to this day, 
on some days he acted like a completely different person and extremely agitated. I later 
found out from Alan that the days he had acted very unusual were the ones in which he 
had not taken certain antipsychotic medication his doctor had prescribed. 
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1 6 I was hired by John Steele to sell his log home at auction in the summer of 2012. The 
auction was to be held September 29, 2012. 

1 7 During the summer I had to eater Mr. Steele's property frequently to allow access to 
handymen and prospective buyers. Alan was still living in the guest cabin at that time. 

1 8 Almost immediately I became aware that Alan's mental state had further deteriorated and 
I felt very uncomfortable to be alone around him, 

1 9 On approximately August 1 3th of 20 1 2, 1 went to Mr. Steele's property to prepare it for a 
potential buyer. My girlfriend was with me on this trip. Alan came out of his cabin and 
was clearly in an extremely agitated state. Before I could even speak with him, he began 
threatening to hurt me. Due to the manner in which made the threats were made, his 
comments about past violence, I felt in fear for my life. 

20 I immediately called John Steele and told him what happened and that I could not show 
the property under these conditions. I contacted the Aitkin County police department to 
report what had happened. Due to Mr. Steele's request, I did not follow through with 
filing charges. 

21 Alan has sent me a variety of bizarre text messages, accurate copies of which are attached 
in Exhibit A hereto. In these text messages, Alan threatened to shoot me, indicated that he 
was removing wood from Mr. Steele's property, explained that he had some mental 
disorder(s), and apologized for his bizarre behavior. 

22 Although Alan requested in his texts that I go to his doctor that was treating him for his 
mental illness. 

23 Alan indicated that if I entered the property he would shoot me. Although Alan stated he 
would only shoot me in the foot, I felt out of an abundance of caution not to trust his 
assurance that he would only shoot me in a non-critical part of my body. 

24 Regrettably I have not had much interaction with Mr. Cooper in the past few months and 
am concerned that he is not getting the medical treatment that he himself has stated he 
needs in various conversations and texts. 



The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this 15th day of February, 2013. 




STATE OF MINNESOTA 




NOTARIAL STAMP OR SEAL (OR OTHER TITLE OR RANK) 



/f . .„.. J T.7V:'.... r 

SIGNATURE OF NOTARY OR AUTHORIZED OFFICIAL 
My Commission Expires: /~.?/~ ^ ~^ 
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I wilt Arid thank it 4 shife sake 
at le&st. I am sorry 4 bein^ 
messdd up in trte head. ! 
know how I think is not right. i\ 
want 2 be a non messed up 
person. And donl worry 
about having 2 many. Its not 
easy 2 deal with a crazy 
person. U we 




SI 





Sep 6, 2012 IfidQTBM 

* Ur a good guy Alan J U kno 
' it- But things have changed to 
say the least ■ i will do what f 
an.fqr q and shtf think u 
wlow I car* about people 



li^Mmmn dn care ahnut «vmv 
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better perscjj 
life. Ptease tflfok about T 
doctor thing. Ull at lest b\ 
honest with hinV Mabe t 'II get 
the right drug thfe time. 



— *- 



6. 201? ^0:48 FM 
. 

\ley it's takes a lot t 
tfus far and I'm sorry for 
; having to many that one ni 
Gall tomm 

" I will. And thank u 4 shi's sake 
least.. I am sorry 4 being 
d up in the head. I 
how I think is not right. I , 
| Jbe at non mesped L fl^^S^fi| 

<Jdon^wprry ■ j| 

"lliany, R§ nt 
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wanted rtas the. G>ouse. 
d them \ 
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Aug 2012 9:0 1 
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Just so u 

windovrwashing guy in the 

Ask hfm If he was 
st^rt. He said it was 2 
and left so I locked the 



windy 
house back. 



aa^bwddy boy ur back in 
l£$f might see u this 




AU9 18, 2012 *15 PM 
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Ya back 4 the Wfeek end 
doing stuff with shl on 
Saturday its her b day on 
wendsda^ and I wont get 2 
see her sd^have 2 make the 
best ot what 1 can. And fuck 
u, u know i wont shoot u , 
may be in the foot but no 
where etee. The vibe I got 
frome tha window guy is he 
didt want 2 do it. Not shure 
Just saying 



\ 





wjfl riurnbjshrt he was only 

immm 
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better perso/r>*-9FH-anw no^^ 
life. Please tnfoik aB0iit)tne 
doctor thing. Ull at lest 
honest with him. Mabe I 'II get 
the right drug this time. 




S«0, 2012 10:48 P*jt 



Hey it's takes a lot to come 
tfiis far and I'm sorry for 
I having to many that one ni 

1 dalltomm 

— i ^ — 



mm. 




f\ will. And thank u 4 shi's sake 
* at least J am sorry 4 being 
jferoessed up in the head. I 
^krrow hpw ; lthink is not right I 
t z tie a non messed up 
B&itod donl wbrry 
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stupid steerpr;-9ott^ want 2 do 
that &h+t any Viore eattifer. larfi 
sorru 4 being a fucking dS^k 
ass hole cock tucker. 



Sep 6. 2012 11:1«PM 

'ill be up on Monday "buddy ^ 
\ boy 





y : \ > 

Sounds good man. Ill b out of 
j the cabin by than, til still have 
; , some wood 2w get out. And u 
need 2 get busy on lawn care. 
i£pn call the chubby Jf u want 
me 2. He's better then the 
gion gay 
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That's bull shit I told u I 
wanted the grouse. U know 
what ill jufct get my shit out of 
there u ca^ deal with the lawn 
and the rest of the crap. Have 
a good life. 



( Just got things taken care of N 
on my end of things. Illbe out 
in 2 weeks. 



pont be so severe!! Let^taik \ 
Ifetere beers plz 



Aug 15, 2012 9:52 PM 
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Yes u do cgjfrTibotrt every^ 
onetrmeat. AH I as if uwould. 
Meal me at my doctors office 
and be honest ajbout how f 
change moods so fast. Not , 
shure when that will work 4 
bouth of us but I want U 2 
TELL My\D0C THE TRUTH 
HOW I AfX Sucks being 
fucked up. Sucks even more 
knowing iam fucked up. ! just 
need some body that knows 
me 2 tett him what they see. 
Thank, t/4 talking 2 me 
agiang. And I never ment u 
any harm. That's 1 thing I 
t alow or let my set do 
y more; Just had 2 blow of 

'Hnn 1 * want fin 
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Brent , I anv 



ti 







fucked up in he head \\4 
som& reason iam half crafcy 
If I cotild ask 1 fiwor of u it 
would mean a tot 2 me and 
shi. I wduld like u 2 go with , I 
I me 2 seamy doctor so he can 
hear whar.u have 2 say about 
my not shiire what 2 call ttmit 
u can put words $|j And if 
stevey and any body else 
I want 2 come that would be 
great 4 me. I am sorry 4 the 
j; way I am. And I need 2 be a 
betjer person 4 shi and my 
llfaj Plf ase think about the 
r thing. UM .at lest be 
wiffr him. Mabe 1 11 g$t 
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